Class Name: F#%7/K  Advanced NEWS -Discuss and Debate Wed. (online /18:30-20:00)
Instructor: Ms. Cheryl Okubo

Each week a current issue in the news will be discussed in large and small groups. The discussions
will slightly resemble a casual debate, by discussing opposite perspectives of the issue at hand. A
current example might be whether or not married couples in Japan should have different surnames--
what would happen if this were allowed? Why should or shouldn’t this be allowed?

Members are asked to read a 1 or 2 page news article in English one week in advance of the
discussion. Similar news articles can often be found in Japanese newspapers also, for further
information and deeper understanding of the issue at hand.

News topics are decided upon by members of the class on a monthly basis: anyone can suggest an
issue they see in the news and want to talk about, and then we will vote to decide which current issues
to discuss that month. If a specific article in English is not given by the student, Cheryl will find one
and send it out to members via a group mailing list.

Sometimes the news is funny, other times serious--it all depends upon the interests of the students.
Either way, discussing the news is always interesting and thought-provoking, and it sharpens our
ability to form a reasonable argument.
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